
 

Reclaiming Your Democracy 
 

 
 

 

 

Democracy is generally defined as: 
 
 

Government of the people 
by the people 
for the people  

 
 

The following is to promote discussion for constitutional change 

 
It is probably true that most people would hardly ever think about this definition of their democracy. 
It is also likely to be true that the sole idea of the major parties is to 'win' power for its own sake. 
 
An illusion has evolved that our democracy is based only on a "two party preferred" system. 
Meaning, the only government you are allowed to have is either Liberal/National or Labor. 
 
Reinforced by the idea of the "two party" preference as a result of opinion polling. 
 
The Situation 
 

• there are two houses of Parliament - the "House of Representatives" and the "Senate". 
 
• after an election, the party with a majority of seats in the House of Representatives is 

commissioned by the Governor General to be the 'government'. 
 
The exception being when neither of the major parties have a majority. That is a "hung Parliament". 
Resolved either with a second election, or when one of the major parties is able to obtain a vote of 
confidence by securing the support of the Independents who make up the "cross-benches". 
 

• the leader of the party with the majority (or a vote of confidence) becomes Prime Minister 
and members of that party are selected by the PM to be ministers in 'their' government. 

 
• the primary error of the so-called "Westminster" system. It is supposed to be the people's 

government and serve them. NOT the PM's government. 
 

• it is supposed to be a house of "Representatives". Yet a small number of the members of this 
house become the government (the prime minister and ministers), and in effect, cease to be 
representatives in order to RULE the country. 

 
The Problem 
 

• it is inherent in the so-called "Westminster" system of government. 
 
• it creates opposing factions who fight each other tooth and nail with the goal of 'winning' 

power for the sake of having power - rather than serving you. 
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• the prime minister and ministers are from the elected Members of the House of 

Representatives - not elected separately.  
 

• in Parliament, one-upmanship is the preoccupation of the members rather than serving the 
people. 

 
• the attempt is to blacken the image and reputation of the opponent. 

 
• as it exists, so-called "Westminster" democracy has become a contest between the "clubs" of 

people with their supporters and vested interests who want to "win" power. (The 'club' is the 
membership of the parties.)  

 
• Parliament is a situation of winners and losers - the people usually being the losers. 

 
• currently, the focus is on winning the election rather than being true to the generally accepted 

definition of democracy and serving the people. 
 
Lack of Accountability 
 

• the government of the day HAS to, in every way, be held accountable for what it does and 
how it spends your tax dollars. 

 
• it has to give this account to the people through their Parliament. 

 
• because the government is formed by the party which has a majority of in the House of 

Representatives, it then becomes difficult for the Parliament to hold the government to 
account because the government party has control. 

 
• you only have to watch the circus of so-called question time to realize that the government 

does not give a true and honest account of itself. Ever noticed how the politicians never 
answer the questions put to them - it is now slogans and spin. 

 
• a disgrace of supposedly civilized and intelligent people who grovel in the gutter, snipping at 

and belittling their opponents. 
 

• it is the Parliament (in an ideal world) that should keep the government accountable for its 
actions in relation to what it does and how it spends your tax dollars. 

 
The Flaw 
 

• under the so-called "Westminster" system, the people cannot directly elect their government. 
 
• as stated above, the government is 'formed' by that party which has the majority of members 

in the House of Representatives - or a vote of confidence in the case of a hung Parliament. 
 

• as a consequent, at election time, the people may become concerned about which party is 
going to RULE them, rather than which of the candidates who are standing in their electorate 
is going to best represent them in the parliament. 

 
• generally there is no choice other than voting for the party rather than the best candidate. 

 
• the PM, in recent times, being deposed mid-term - factional brawling. 
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The Ideal 
 

• the word parliament is derived from the old French word 'parler', meaning to speak. 
 

• the members of parliament need to be able to directly represent their constituents (the people 
of their electorate) rather than themselves and/or their party (as is the case now). 

 
• that is, the members of Parliament should ideally be 'independents' so they speak about and 

'represent' their constituents concerns, hopes, fears, aspirations etc. 
 

• doing so with a view to obtaining a concessus which, as closely as possible, represents the 
views of all the people of Australian with respect to the many issues which confront them 
and the country. 

 
• the House of Representatives can then become a real house of independent, non-party 

Representatives of the people, electorate by electorate. 
 

• a better system of public administration is where your local Member of the House of 
Representatives is independent and not obliged to tow and vote according to a party line. 

 
• they speak up to reflect the views of their constituents. 

 
Possible solution 
 

• remove the "government" from Parliament. 
 
• the government (prime minister and ministers) be elected directly by the people. 

 
• a range of aspiring prime ministers can formulate their polices to implement, if elected. 

 
• the people then vote for the person whose policies they consider best suit them. 
 
• no majorities required to form government. No inane battles between the Labor, 

Liberal/National "clubs" with them snarling at each other as to who is the best to RULE you. 
 
• once a two thirds majority has been obtained by one of the aspiring prime ministers, they are 

then "commissioned" by Parliament to form government then sworn it by the Governor 
General. (A two thirds majority for the PM is more likely to represent a national concessus.) 

 
• being "commissioned" by the Parliament, the prime minister and ministers are now held 

directly accountable for his/her actions and the spending of your tax dollars. 
 

• during "question time" in Parliament, the prime minister and ministers MUST now answer 
questions fully and honestly and NOT turn the Parliament into the circus it has become. 

  
 
DREAMING 
 
Although a possible solution, this situation does not currently exist. This method of selecting the 
government can only come about through a change in the Federal Constitution by a referendum put 
to the people. Such a referendum can only be held by Federal Parliament. See the problem? 
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The Liberal/National and Labor parties (the generally accepted choices voters have) are "clubs", 
each of a few thousand members. Thus, the pool for choosing the prime minister and ministers is 
limited to less than about .01% of the Australian population. 
  
All the members of Parliament should be putting their combined knowledge and experience into 
solving the problems that face the country and its citizens. Each member of Parliament being able to 
"speak" for, and represent their constituents, toward the best solution. 
  
True Independents (non-aligned with a major political party) are the only members of Parliament 
who are likely to truly represent their constituents. 
  
What can I do 
 

• send a message to the major political parties if you are unhappy with the state of public 
administration and political process in Australia. 

 
• deprive the major political parties of your "1" vote - particularly in the Senate. 

 
• this election, chose the best true independent (non-aligned with a major political party) and 

give them your "1" vote. 
 
• then vote "2" for the next best independent (if there is one). 

 
• order any minor parties according to your preference. 

 
• place the major parties (Labor, Greens and Liberal/National) last in order of your preference. 

 
Note: as the preferences exhaust, your vote is then distributed lower and lower down the ballot paper 
(the value of preferential voting). 
 
Remember: number every square on the ballot paper to ensure your vote counts. 
 
 
 
The forgoing to intended to stimulate debate as to how we can get better government, and one which 
is accountable to the people via their independent elected representatives in the Parliament. 
 
This will require changing the Constitution at a referendum. 
 
It is also intended to give the major parties a necessary and timely wakeup call. 
 
 
 
 
 
Copy and distribute. 
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