
 

 

STATEMENT OF ENDORSEMENT 

 

The Redfern Aboriginal Tent Embassy (RATE) was established in May 2014 on the site known as “The 

Block”. RATE is a site of resistance to Aboriginal people being moved out of Redfern. The Aboriginal 

Housing Company (AHC) is leading this push, and demolished a large amount of homes in 2010 

inhabited by Aboriginal people and families.  We support RATE’s call for a guarantee of Aboriginal 

low-cost accommodation for the elders and families on The Block. RATE is also calling for a forensic 

audit of the AHC, so the community can have real understanding and transparency over the land and 

housing.  

 

Increasingly, Aboriginal people have been pushed out of inner city areas like Redfern and out to 

cheaper accommodation in the western suburbs. This cannot continue. 

 

A grassroots campaign organised in the seventies by the Aboriginal community set up the AHC and 

succeeded in purchasing houses in Redfern when then-prime minister Gough Whitlam's government 

provided an initial grant in 1973. The Block is legally owned by the AHC. 

 

The Block then became historically significant as the birthplace of urban land rights in Australia. It 

was seen as the first opportunity for Aboriginal people across Australia to celebrate their heritage, 

rights and community in the inner city. The plan in the seventies was that the AHC would rebuild the 

Block into a modern, affordable housing project for indigenous people.  

 

The AHC of the seventies, rooted in the community, democracy and transparency is long gone. The 

current head of the AHC, Michael Mundine, along with development company DeiCorp, now plan to 

gentrify the area with their ‘Pemulwuy Project’ which would include 17 storeys of apartments, 14 of 

which would be student housing and a commercial shopping area. The Pemulwuy project is a clear 

departure from the AHC's primary mission to look after the housing needs of less well-off Indigenous 

people. 

 

When asked by the Sydney Morning Herald whether the development would provide affordable 

housing to Aboriginal people, Mundine said: “That’s on the backburner at the moment. Our first 

priority is the commercial build.” 

 

In an area of increasing gentrification, the Block is the last chance Aboriginal people have left to hold 

onto inner city community living.  

 

We support the Redfern Aboriginal Tent Embassy and their campaign to stop Aboriginal people 

being moved out of Redfern.  We support their campaign to build cheap, affordable housing for 

Aboriginal people in the area. 
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