
MARCH ON 
MARCH 

March 4th is exactly six months after the September 
4th banning of political street demonstrations by the 
Petersen government. In those six months, not only 
demonstrations have been banned. The banning of 
MACOS and SEMP from Queensland schools has 
further highlighted the state governments contempt for 
free speech, their fear of open discussion and their 
willingness to crush it in Queensland education as well 
as in the public forum. 

The state governments ban on political street 
demonstrations is neither the beginning nor the end 
of their moves to crush opposition and entrench itself 
m government. Faced with timid and ineffectual 
opposition from the ALP and allied with the states 
mining monopolies, the Petersen government has 
intervened heavily in both the structure and per
sonnel of the public service. In particular the Queens
land police force was purged in order to promote 
the pro-National Party reactionaries. Having des
simated the ALP in the '74 state election and having 
successfully participated in the sacking of the federal 
ALP, Petersen has increasingly turned his attention 
to the trade union movement and the left. He has 
taken union organisers to court, and he is trying to 
deregister the Seamens Union. The propo~ 'Right 
To Work' legislation stands alongside ttW marc'
ban as a blatant attempt to crush the organis.48" 
of opposition to the strategies of the state go~n
ment. 

Petersen is in a strong position, but he does not 
want decisive confrontations. He fears mass mobilisa
tions and stopwork actions around political questions. 
Only by playing on the passivity and demoralisation 
of his opposition, can Petersen place the trade union 
~::lvement on the defensive while he erodes its 
strength. 

Why March? 
The Civil Liberties Coordinating Committee (CLCC) 

which was formed to fight the ban on political demon
strations, has come to view the ban in this much 
broader context. Today it is leading the struggle 

against the state government, to defeat its anti
democratic and reactionary strategies. The CLCC 
has built the right to march campaign through a 
series of demonstrations centred on the tactic of 
actually marching in defiance of the ban. The success 
of the campaign has been its ability to go beyond a 
declaration of protest into actual united mass con
frontation with the state government in a disciplined 
way that has given no opportunities to the state 
government to attack us for building violence in the 
street. We are not street fighters, we are a united body 
who wish to enforce our right to march at the point 
where the state government would enforce its ban on 
marching. In this way the Petersen government has 
been forced to show its hand and display the lengths 
to which it is prepared to go, in amassing 1000 
police again and again to prevent marches taking 
place. 

Far from playing into Petersen's hands, the united 
march is a tactic for which the Petersen government 
has no answer short of mass arrest. Since the demon
strations began last September, the Petersen govern
ment has continually lost ground. Though Petersen 
is in a very strong position, he has no means of de
fending his march ban. People rightly do not see 
any justification for such anti-democratic acts and the 
more openly he is made to enforce it, the greater 
is the exposure of his overall reactionary character. 

Fight Back! 
The state government has banned demonstrations, 

SEMP and MACOS. It has foreshadowed the abolition 
of public rallies, greater powers for police and even 
more extensive interventions into education. We 
cannot win on this or any other issues without a 
fight, but to fight we must be prepared and organised. 
The mass rallies and marches organised by the CLCC 
are an opportunity to unite all opposition to the state 
government across sectional interests in a common 
struggle to secure the right to organise effectively 
as trade unions, political organisations and protest 
movements. 

Forum Wednesday lpm 

Vote to March Thursday 

Vote to Strike 
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-~ ·what is the 

civil liberties 
coordinating 

committee 
Democratic rights 
The Civil Liberties Coordinating Committee stands 

in active opposition to the erosion of democratic rights 
in Queensland, as exemplified in the state governments 
ban on political demonstrations. We hold that political 
action is not the possession of parliament alone. 

The ban on political demonstrations is a denial of 
individual democratic rights but more importantly it is 
a calculated attempt to deny to those opposed to and 
disadvantaged by the state governments strategies, the 
means of putting· their ideas and organising in their 
own defence. Petersen openly admitted that the ban 
was aimed primarily at immobilising the antiuranium 
movement. What need have his colleagues in the 
Uranium Producers Forum, for street demonstrations 
when they have the funds for unlimited access to the 
mass media and the backing of the government itself? 

The CLCC will not accept any compromise on the 
right to march. We hold that Queenslanders should not 
have fewer democratic rights than other Australians. 
People should have the right to march when and where 
they wish upon notification to the police to minimise 
traffic upset. This is the present situation in Victoria 
and South Australia. 

Trade Unions 
The CLCC stand for the independence of the trade 

unions from state intervention. The first action taken 
by the C LCC was to attend the September 7th TLC 
rally in solidarity with union organiser Ted Zaphir. The 
CLCC sponsored rally for March 4th has as a central 
theme, opposition to the proposed 'Right To Work' 
legislation, which will make it illegal for unions to 
black ban bosses that employ non-unionised labour. 

Demand the 

We are in total opposition to notions that "the trade 
unions have too much power", "the trade unions are 
running the country" or that "there is no longer any 
need for the trade unions". Petersen, who so readily 
invokes all these catch crys, has made it abundantly 
clear that they are no more than a rationale for those 
who would deny the reality of 8%% unemployment, 
and 18% of Australians living under the poverty 
line. These notions are no more than a smoke-screen 
for those who would use unemployment as a bludgeon 
for political and economic purposes. Petersen said of 
those teachers who might oppose the government ban 
on MACOS and SEMP, 

"Make no mistake, any teacher who wants to try a 
challenge, need have no doubt the government means 
what it says. They have been warned and already 700 
of their colleagues are unemployed in Queensland." 
(Sunday Mail; February 26th). 

We fully support the right of trade unions to take 
actions over political issues, whether those issues are 
related directly to the unions or not. 

Ur~nium 
The CLCC advances the slogan 'Keep Uranium in 

the Ground'. 
The National Party is the political representation of 

the states mining monopolies. It was in their intere;,t:, 
that Petersen banned demonstrations as part of his 
endeavour to ensure the mining and export of 
uranium .. In view of the lack of safeguards over nuclear 
reactors, the inadequate systems for disposal of nuclear 
waste and the process of nuclear weapons 
proliferation, the mining of uranium serves only the 
interests of the mining corporations themselves. 

right to march 

Defend the right to organise 

Keep Uranium in the ground 


