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Extract from a National Statement marking May 26 National Day of Action. 
Say NO to Continuing Stolen Generations | Aboriginal Control of Aboriginal Welfare

Returning children must be the priority | No forced adoptions | Support & services to prevent removals

We, as Aboriginal Grandparents and parents, have called protests across the country on May 26 
demanding the return of our children who have been forcibly removed by child welfare agencies. 

More Aboriginal children are now being taken away than at any previous time in Australia’s black 
and white history - this cannot be allowed to continue. It is time for a�ected families and support-
ers to come together and �ght what our families and others are calling yet again another Stolen 

Generation.

Each year, May 26 is marked as “Sorry Day”, the anniversary of the release of the Bringing them 
Home report in 1997, which laid bare the horrors of the Stolen Generations of the past century.

Bringing Them Home also sounded the alarm that an “unacceptable” number of Aboriginal 
children were still being removed by child welfare agencies. Driving these removals is the 
entrenched poverty faced by our communities, and continuing racist and ignorant attitudes 

amongst welfare workers. 

Since then the number of our children being removed has exploded - from 2,785 in 1997 to 
13,914 in 2013 - a �ve fold increase. In NSW, ten percent of Aboriginal children are in “out of home 
care”. Across the country, it is almost six percent of Aboriginal children, more than ten times the 

non-Indigenous rate, and the �gure is rising every year.

Removals that are happening now are no di�erent to those in the 20th Century. Police are 
regularly sent with weapons to rip our children away. Mothers who �ght back are jailed. Babies 
are taken from their mothers at birth. Some children in remote communities are placed on aircraft 
and �own hundreds, or even thousands of kilometres away from their families to be placed with 

non-Aboriginal carers.

We have virtually no rights within the current system. The “rules of evidence” do not apply in the 
Children’s Court. Welfare workers can �le statements full of anonymous stories and have magis-
trates approve removal without any chance for parents to be heard. Many parents are not repre-

sented in court and those who are often have to wait months to put their case forward. 

There is currently a Royal Commission into sexual abuse in institutions, yet these same organisa-
tions are being given big contracts to manage our children in the rapidly expanding out of home 
care industry. NSW has recently passed legislation which will make it easier for adoption or long-
term guardianship for children only recently removed, destroying any chance of reuni�cation. 

Governments across the country are considering similar reforms. 

We have formed a national network to call for a national people’s movement that can build the 
grass-roots pressure to stop the ongoing Stolen Generations and �ght the systemic disadvantage 
facing our people. We demand resources to lift our communities out of poverty - the real “neglect” 

that is used to justify taking our children.

Stop stealing our children. They belong to us not government departments. We want returning 
children to their families to be the priority! We want the forced adoption policy absolutely 
abolished. Our children are not orphans, they have loving families! We want the punitive child 
removals to stop. Child welfare agencies must work with Aboriginal families and provide supports 

and services to ensure families stay together. 
We demand Aboriginal community control over all decisions a�ecting the welfare of our 

children and families.

For more information visit http://stopstolengenerations.com.au/ or contact 0401955405.
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