
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Friends,  

 

Welcome to a long-awaited update on the work of ASCI; the last one 

for the year 2010.  

To begin, we‟d like to apologise for the lack of official correspondence 

over the past few months! 

Recent growth and new opportunities have required us to strengthen 

the infrastructure of the organisation to support our various projects. 

We thank you for your patience as we establish the systems and 

structures needed to maintain our vision for the organisation 

sustainably into the future! 
 

OF COURSE, NONE OF THIS COULD HAVE BEEN ACHIEVED WITHOUT YOUR 

DEDICATED SUPPORT 
 

By participating in our letter writing and visitors programs, making 

donations to the library project or simply spreading the word about 

ASCI to friends, colleagues and family, you have allowed us to extend 

our reach far beyond our original initiative. For this, we cannot thank 

you enough.  
 

YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS HAVE MADE A WORLD OF DIFFERENCE TO THE 

LIVES OF ASYLUM SEEKERS ENDURING THE DIFFICULT CHALLENGES OF 

IMMIGRATION DETENTION 
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A SINCERE THANK YOU 

We‟d like to extend our particular thanks and acknowledgment to 

various groups and individuals who have made exceptional 

contribution to ASCI in this most recent phase. Your help has been 

invaluable to our work over the past few months. 

A heartfelt thank you to: 

THE BLACKWOOD HILLS CIRCLE OF 

FRIENDS, HAWTHORNDENE  
SOUTH AUSTRALIA 

John Shepherd (Convenor) 

Phil Megaw (Treasurer) 

ARMAN MONTHLY 
VICTORIA 

Hamed Saberi  

Arif Fayazi 

JUL COLLEY 
NSW 

MARGARET HOUNSLOW 
BRISBANE 

THE ROMERO CENTRE 
BRISBANE 

www.romerocentre.org.au 

NATALIE IP 
NSW 

 

LIBBY GLEESON 

http://www.libbygleeson.com.au 

SISTER BRIGID ARTHUR 

BRIGIDINE ASYLUM SEEKERS PROJECT 
MELBOURNE 

http://www.brigidineasp.org.au 

 

FATHER JIM CARTY 
ADELAIDE 

BEN HAY 

HONEY ROGUE 

www.honeyrogue.com 

CHRISTINA CAMILIERI 

PEARSON AUSTRALIA  

www.pearson.com.au 

NSW TEACHERS FEDERATION  

Margaret O‟Riordan 

Mary Schmidt 

FRAN HARDING  

THE ALBERT PARK FLEXIBLE LEARNING 

CENTRE  

BRISBANE 

 

ARY YASHADHANA  

ANTE SALINOVIC 
NSW 

NORTH SYDNEY GIRLS HIGHSCHOOL  

AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL GROUP 
NSW 

Jessica Chen 

Jessica Bi
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WHERE HAVE WE BEEN? 
 

Recent changes to the organisational structure and function of ASCI 

have taken place, allowing us to widen the scope of our work to 

include various other services for asylum seekers in detention, not only 

on Christmas Island but those in mainland detention centres and even 

overseas. We are still in the process of making the necessary 

submissions that will enable us to better coordinate our programs and 

manage our resources.  

 

ASCI Director Michelle Dimasi has been extremely busy juggling her 

academic pursuits, advocacy work and coordination of the 

organisation. Over the course of the past 6 months, she met with the 

Australian Human Rights Commission, UNHCR representative, Ellen 

Hanson, and Amnesty International while they were on the island in 

2010. She also met with NGOs in Malaysia who work with asylum 

seekers and detainees in Kuala Lumpur.  

 

Michelle recently returned from two months in Afghanistan travelling 

through Central Hazarjat along with a visit to Iran. She conducted 

research on the current situation of Hazaras in light of the government‟s 

suspension policy announcement earlier this year. She also visited 

families who have relatives in Australian immigration detention centres 

whilst volunteering for two Afghan human rights NGOs.  

DIRECTORS REPORT | DECEMBER 2010 
A STATEMENT ON THE RECENT TRAGEDY | 2010 IN SUMMARY 
 

Words cannot explain how the survivors of the boat tragedy must feel. 

Today, I attended the memorial service with the survivors held for those 

who drowned or remain missing. I do not think I will ever forget the cries 

of the women that lost all their children at sea or the sad faces of the 

survivors during the ceremony. It was heart breaking.  As I write, bodies 

of asylum seekers are still missing in the Indian Ocean‟s heavy swell. 

Thirty bodies belonging to Kurdish, Iraqi and Iranian asylum seekers 
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have been found, some women and children. Forty-two people were 

saved including two young girls who lost their parents that day. Local 

residents are traumatised by this event and should be commended for 

their efforts in trying to assist those who were in desperate need in such 

difficult circumstances. A number of locals relayed terrible accounts to 

me of what happened. One resident was woken up by the screams of 

people on the boat while another could smell petrol coming from the 

vessel in their house. Others told of stories as women and children 

drowned or were smashed to death against the cliff face. 

 

While questions begin over who to blame for this tragedy and the 

immigration debate looks set to ignite again, what needs to be kept in 

mind that this is one of the sad realities of the lives of asylum seekers.  

People have little choice other than to risk their lives at sea or face 

persecution in their own country. Speak to most refugees about their 

homelands, and they will tell you how much they love their country yet 

express deep sadness that they can no longer live there because it is 

not safe. Until the actual conditions that create forced displacement 

are dealt with in countries such as Iraq, Iran and Afghanistan, people 

will have no choice to search for protection abroad.  

 

2010 has been a dire year for incidents relating to asylum seekers. Last 

week we became aware that an agreement is underway between 

Australia and Afghanistan to begin sending Afghans home who have 

failed their asylum claims. I spent two months in Afghanistan this year 

volunteering for a human rights organization and researching the 

plights of Hazaras. The Gillard government need only reflect on what 

happened under the Howard government when Hazaras were 

deported. David Corlett‟s book “Sending Them Home” and Phil 

Glendenning‟s disturbing documentary “A Well Founded Fear” serve as 

sad reminders of what happened the last time Australia returned 

asylum seekers.  

 

During my own travels in Afghanistan, several incidents happened 

indicating that the security situation remains unstable and is not safe for 

Hazaras. For example, I was in Afghanistan when the Kuchi Nomad 
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attacks on Hazaras in Dasht-e Barchi took place in west Kabul on 13 

August 2010.  Meanwhile, the Taliban continues to terrorize those 

travelling along Jaghori -Qarabagh roads. These routes are vital for 

those travelling to and from Jaghori, a Hazara populated district. A 

large number of asylum seekers who have come to Australia are 

originally from Jaghori. Earlier this year, the Taliban beheaded ten 

Hazara university students when they were travelling home from Kabul 

to Jaghori for university holidays. For more information about my 

observations in Afghanistan please see: 

 

http://inside.org.au/the-beginning-of-the-journey  

 

 

Michelle Dimasi meeting with Hazaras living in the caves of Bamyan, Central 
Afghanistan. The residents have lived there for 6 years since returning from 

Iran where they were refugees during the Taliban's regime. 
The Afghan government has promised them houses but nothing has 

eventuated. 
  

http://inside.org.au/the-beginning-of-the-journey
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On Christmas Island this year, there were numerous incidents of self-

harm, attempted suicides, hunger strikes and protests. We also saw a 

return to the dark days of lip sewing, where detainees felt so powerless 

over their own lives that they resort to this form of protest. When I left 

Christmas Island in early July for Afghanistan, the number of those self-

harming and attempting suicides had been on the rise. There had 

been one case of a man slitting his own throat at North West Point 

detention centre, another attempting to hang himself with his bed 

sheet and a case of man slashing his stomach at the Phosphate Hill 

Bravo compound. As the centres become more overcrowded and 

with deaths in mainland detention centres, the future for asylum 

seekers held in detention looks bleak.  

 

In this newsletter, we have included reference to a report, “Beyond 

Reach” released by ASCI in conjunction with the Centre for Human 

Rights Education, Curtin University. A copy of this report can be found 

on our website. Professor Linda Briskman and Lucy Fiske compiled this 

report with ASCI after they visited the Christmas Island detention 

centres earlier this year. I hope it provides many with an insight into 

how life is for asylum seekers detained on Christmas Island.  

 

A big thanks to all who continue to support ASCI. A special thanks to 

the Brigidine Asylum Seekers Project who generously helped me with 

financial support while I was in Afghanistan. 

 

We look forward to your support in the New Year and hope that you 

continue to assist us in our mission to help those held in immigration 

detention.  

 

MICHELLE DIMASI 
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Renee Chan continues to support ASCI‟s work while based in Sydney.  

She has been involved in providing assistance to refugees since June 

2009 and spent time on Christmas Island with another non-

governmental organization in February of this year. While overseeing 

ASCI‟s donations program, she currently assists asylum seekers in 

Villawood Detention Centre, including those transferred from Christmas 

Island. Many of these residents are now approaching their 14th month 

in detention - this will be their second Christmas and New Years inside 

an Australian IDC.  

Renee can now also count from 1 to 10 in Hazaragi. She considers this 

her greatest achievement to date.  

 

ASCI DONATIONS  
CHRISTMAS GIFTS FOR CHILDREN IN DETENTION | SUPPORTING 

SURVIVORS OF THE RECENT TRAGEDY | THE LIBRARY PROJECT | HOW 

YOU CAN HELP 

 

The ongoing support of ASCI donors to our projects over the past 

months has been nothing less than overwhelming. Your generosity has 

directly contributed to the growth of our programs, meaning that we 

will now be able to reach more people in detention. 

 

I‟d like to extend my thanks once again to the people mentioned 

earlier on in this newsletter – each has in one way or another made a 

significant contribution to ASCI for which we are particularly grateful, 

whether through donations or in-kind services. Your assistance came at 

a time of great need, and we thank you for your support!   

 

I‟d also like to thank the numerous people who take part in our visitors 

program, who make time every week to spend with someone in 

detention. I cannot begin to tell you how much of a difference your 

support has made to people‟s lives. I have had the pleasure of 

meeting a few of you in person, and I know for a fact that what you do 

for the people you visit does make a difference to them and their 

ability to cope. You‟re a smiling face in a dreary place and your visits 

give them something to look forward to!  
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The kindness of contributors to ASCI‟s donations program never ceases 

to amaze me. As Christmas draws near, you have not forgotten about 

the people who are far from home and family, worrying about the 

safety of their loved ones. We‟ve had a fantastic response with 

supporters sending books and toys for children, clothes for children and 

adults, offers for phone credit, DVDs and dictionaries.  

 

CHRISTMAS GIFTS FOR CHILDREN IN DETENTION 

Many of you have made specific mention of gifts for children in 

detention. The organization Chilout – Children out of immigration 

detention is coordinating a Christmas donation campaign that is 

collecting and delivering toys for kids in detention around Australia. If 

you would like details about sending gifts to children in mainland 

centres, or would like information on approximate ages so you can 

send an appropriate gift, you can view a copy of their most recent 

newsletter here  

http://content.enewslettersonline.com/21240/44371.html   

If you‟d like more information about donating specifically to children in 

detention, please contact Jessica Perini at Chilout- 

perini.jessica@iinet.net.au.  

 

ASCI will still be managing and receiving gifts for children on Christmas 

Island. There are currently 287 children being detained on Christmas 

Island. If you would like to contribute gifts for distribution on Christmas 

Island, please send parcels directly to  
 

ASYLUM SEEKERS CHRISTMAS ISLAND 

PO Box 681 

Christmas Island WA 6798 
 

Please do not wrap gifts as they will need to be checked for security 

purposes – instead consider putting them in a gift bag. For more 

information on gifts, postage and a comprehensive list of suitable gifts 

for children & adults in immigration detention, please visit our website 

www.asci.org.au. Any enquiries can be directed to 

donations@asci.org.au  

http://content.enewslettersonline.com/21240/44371.html
mailto:perini.jessica@iinet.net.au
http://www.asci.org.au/
mailto:donations@asci.org.au
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SUPPORTING SURVIVORS OF THE RECENT TRAGEDY 

As Michelle mentioned in her report, the survivors of the horrific tragedy 

at Christmas Island are suffering unimaginable loss. Among them are at 

least five children, two of whom have lost both their parents in the 

accident. ASCI will begin collecting donations for survivors at our 

Christmas Island mailing address (see above). In particular, we are 

looking for toys, games and books for children, phone cards, books 

and magazines in Arabic, Kurdish and Farsi, i-pod shuffles (not i-pod 

nanos) for adults. The Shire of Christmas Island is in the process of 

setting up a survivors‟ fund with Westpac Bank. If you would like to 

donate to this fund please contact our donations department. We will 

have more details about this fund posted on ASCI‟s website later this 

week.  

A note regarding clothing donations: 

Many people have very generously offered to donate 2nd hand clothes 

for both children and adults and we have asked for them in the past 

when there has been specific need for particular items. 

While we are extremely grateful for your contribution, at this time ASCI 

is unable to take bulk donations of 2nd hand clothing, as the volume 

requiring storage, and the task of sorting and distributing appropriately 

for each centre currently exceeds the capacity of our small team.   

However, if you would like to send a select number of new articles of 

clothing for distribution as gifts for either adults or children, details of 

appropriate items can be found on our website. From time to time we 

may post details of required items that may be in short supply, but we 

appreciate your generosity and thank you again for your support.  

 

THE LIBRARY PROJECT 

ASCI continues to drive its Library Project. Christmas Island still requires 

books, magazines, DVDs and ESL materials, however ASCI is hoping to 

expand the library project to other centres. No feasible library currently 

exists for Stage 3 residents of Villawood IDC, which is where asylum 

seekers transferred from Christmas Island are housed. We‟re hoping to 

build up enough resources to be made available to the growing 

number of residents being held in Villawood. Of particular need are ESL 
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resources for Arabic, Farsi and Urdu speakers. There is a demand for 

bilingual dictionaries and audio resources (at present there is no tape 

player available so no cassettes please!) DVDs and music in any of 

these languages are also welcome, as well as Bollywood and Hindi 

movies and music.   

 

Villawood has made news with alarming frequency over the past few 

months with roof top protests, security breaches, and most tragically, 3 

suicides committed in 5 months. And the news does not improve; the 

tragedy of the suicides have only consolidated the sense of despair felt 

by all with hunger strikes, and incidents of self-harm becoming more 

frequent. The outcome of The High Court judgment in M61/M69 

handed down in November has had a direct impact on some, and 

while this may have staved off immediate bad news, the prospect of 

more waiting with no definitive end is taking serious toll on people‟s 

health, morale and hope.  

 

Books give detainees something to focus on, helps build their language 

skills  and provides them some much needed distraction. 

Music is also a great way to lift people‟s mood. ASCI is currently looking 

for small to medium sized djembes for use in music programs as well as 

any second hand guitars that are still in fair condition. Ipod shuffles 

would also be very gratefully received. If you have anything like this 

you could contribute, know someone who does, and/or want to 

contribute to the Villawood Library Project please contact Renee at 

donations@asci.org.au.  

 

Thank you again for your generosity, and for making sure that these 

people being kept „out of sight and out of mind‟ are not forgotten this 

Christmas. 

 

With best wishes,  

 

 

RENEE CHAN   

mailto:donations@asci.org.au
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Lisa Hartley has completed her PhD in psychology and recently 

returned from a post-thesis trip overseas. Until her departure, Lisa, in 

collaboration with Dr Anne Pedersen from Murdoch University, was 

advocating for clients in Perth detention centre with their cases. Since 

her return to Perth in September, Lisa has joined the management 

board of the Coalition for Asylum Seekers, Refugees and Detainees 

(CARAD) and continues her advocacy work in detention. Perth 

detention centre has traditionally been known for its calm nature but in 

recent months there has been a resurgence of incidents of self-harm 

and desperation. The Perth centre consists mainly of those receiving 

medical treatment and are therefore often extremely vulnerable.  

 

Since November 2009, Lisa has overseen the ASCI Letter Writing Project 

and has helped coordinate the expansion of the project from 

Christmas Island to detention centres Australia wide, in collaboration 

with Kate Gauthier from the Refugee Council of Australia.  

 

ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSION  

ON REFUGEE ISSUES, PERTH 
  

With a rapidly expanding number of detention centres in WA and an 

increasing number of people in detention, a round table discussion 

with advocates and experts on refugee issues took place in Perth on 

6th October, 2010. The round table was organised by Greens Senator 

Scott Ludlam and I was invited to attend as ASCI‟s representative.   

 

The roundtable was kicked off with a written a message from the 

prominent barrister Julian Burnside, who offered a motivating message 

encouraging supporters to keep on fighting for policy change. Former 

Senator Andrew Bartlett and WA Law Reform Commissioner Mary Anne 

Kenny also offered their thoughts on the obstacles and opportunities in 

WA. 

Whether the new political climate has opened up new opportunities to 

effectively campaign for change in federal policy and laws was of hot 

debate.  
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Another challenge identified was the omnipresent negative public 

sentiment towards asylum seekers. Graham Thom, the National Refugee 

Coordinator for Amnesty International, stimulated a fantastic discussion 

about the best ways to challenge negative attitudes. If you have not 

seen Amnesty‟s new public awareness campaign called “rethink 

refugees”, http://www.rethinkrefugees.com.au/, check it out. It‟s a 

really good educational tool.  

Another major concern highlighted was the welfare of those in remote 

detention centres of Curtin and Leonora – particularly their lack of 

access to services and support. I spoke about ASCI‟s letter writing 

project and suggested that it is an excellent way of maintaining 

contact with those in remote centres to ensure they know they are not 

forgotten or alone.  

 

In a climate where negative political rhetoric and media spin can 

make one feel apathetic about positive policy change, it was 

heartening to have all those working hard for asylum seeker rights n WA  

– including activists, politicians, advocates and lawyers - under one 

roof. In the end, I did leave the roundtable thinking that together, we 

can make a difference.  

LISA HARTLEY 

     

  

http://www.rethinkrefugees.com.au/
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THE LETTER WRITING PROJECT 

UPDATE  
  

Some exciting news: we have set up a new letter writing project with 

the support of the Refugee Council of Australia and ChilOut. 

  

This project operates quite differently from the normal letter writing 

process. Rather than us issuing you with the name of a penpal, we ask 

that you write a generic letter of introduction and post it to us in Perth.   

  

Once receiving the letters, we divide them, distribute them to the 

different detention centres (both mainland and Christmas Island) and 

send to a local visitor who will distribute your letters to potential 

penpals.  

  

Although we can‟t guarantee that every single recipient will definitely 

respond; you can be assured that your letter will reach someone who 

will be very grateful to know that they are not alone, and that they 

have not been forgotten.  

 

WHETHER YOU‟RE NEW TO ASCI‟S LETTER WRITING PROJECT OR YOU‟VE 

PARTICIPATED BEFORE,  

GO TO OUR WEBSITE AND REGISTER YOUR INTEREST TO PARTICIPATE IN 

THE LETTER WRITING PROJECT NOW! 

VISIT WWW.ASCI.ORG.AU FOR MORE INFORMATION ON HOW IT WILL 

WORK, WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW, AND HOW TO GET INVOLVED! 

 

We are also looking for more local visitors to be our point of contact at 

the detention centres and distribute letters to residents. Your task would 

be to receive the letters and ensure that they reach a representative 

within the centre who can distribute them. If you are interested, or 

know of someone who might be, please contact letters@asci.org.au  

   

Those part of the old letter writing project who are currently writing to 

someone on Christmas Island, can you make sure that you send to: 

http://www.asci.org.au/
mailto:letters@asci.org.au
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Client‟s name and ID number 

C/- Serco 

PO Box 433 

Christmas Island WA 6798 

 

I‟d like to take this opportunity to wish you all a Happy New Year and to 

thank you for all your support over the last year. During the break, I will 

be visiting a dear Afghan friend in Brisbane who I wrote to for 9 months 

while he was on Christmas Island. I met him through ASCI‟s original 

letter writing project set up by Michelle. I really believe letter writing 

can make a difference: not only can it enrich your life, it will ensure that 

those detained are not “out of sight, out of mind”.  

  

Warm wishes, 

 

LISA HARTLEY 
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RECENT PUBLICATIONS 
 

Dimasi, M., „The Beginning of the Journey,‟ Inside Story, 06 October 2010 

http://inside.org.au/the-beginning-of-the-journey/  

A piece that Michelle wrote while in Afghanistan, on the continued 

persecution of the Hazara people and the ongoing reasons for seeking 

protection in countries like Australia. 

 

Dimasi, M. and Briskman, L. “Let them land“, Journal of Refugee Studies, 

vol.23, no.2, 2010.  

http://jrs.oxfordjournals.org/content/23/2/199.abstract  

Based on interviews conducted in 2009 with island residents and 

archival material, the paper explores Christmas Islanders‟ responses 

before and during the Tampa affair through the notion of hospitality 

that was disrupted when a state of emergency removed control of 

both ethical responsibility and island sovereignty.  

Briskman, L., Fiske, L. Dimasi, M., „Beyond Reach – Adapted from a 

report to the Minister for Immigration and Citizenship on a visit to 

Christmas Island,‟ ASCI and Curtin University Centre for Human Rights 

Education, 6-20 April 2010 

 

Briskman, L. and Dimasi, M. “Not Quite Australia”, in Enter at Own Risk: 

Australia‟s Population Questions for the 21st Century, Perera, S., Seal, G. 

and Summers, S., Black Swan Press: Perth, 2010.  

Links to each of these articles are available on our website at www.asci.org.au 

  

http://inside.org.au/the-beginning-of-the-journey/
http://inside.org.au/the-beginning-of-the-journey/
http://jrs.oxfordjournals.org/content/23/2/199.abstract
http://jrs.oxfordjournals.org/content/23/2/199.abstract
http://asci.org.au/demo/wp-content/uploads/2010/12/Beyond-Reach-Final.pdf
http://asci.org.au/demo/wp-content/uploads/2010/12/Beyond-Reach-Final.pdf
http://asci.org.au/demo/wp-content/uploads/2010/12/Beyond-Reach-Final.pdf
http://www.culturaldiversity.net.au/index.php?view=article&id=607%3Asuvendrini-perera-population-debate-hides-an-ugly-racism&option=com_content&Itemid=36
http://www.culturaldiversity.net.au/index.php?view=article&id=607%3Asuvendrini-perera-population-debate-hides-an-ugly-racism&option=com_content&Itemid=36
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READ | WATCH | LISTEN 

 
Read:  

Australian Human Rights Commission, „Immigration detention on 

Christmas Island‟ Report, 2010 

http://www.hreoc.gov.au/human_rights/immigration/idc2010_christma

s_island.html#Heading881  

 

Prof. William Maley, „On the Position of the Hazara Minority in 

Afghanistan,‟ 5 December 2010 

 

Prof. Linda Briskman, „End child detention now,‟ The Drum, ABC NEWS, 

02 December 2010 

http://www.abc.net.au/unleashed/41756.html  

 

Prof. Klaus Neumann, „Strange days on Christmas Island, Inside Story, 24 

June 2010 

http://inside.org.au/strange-days-on-christmas-island/  

 

Watch: 

„Destination Australia – Bittersweet Freedom‟, Produced by Mike Piper 

and Caroline Man, aired 14th October 2009, SBS 

A profound documentary on the effect of detention not only on 

detainees, but on their families.  

 

Listen: 

La Trobe University, „Asylum Seekers and Australia,‟ 11th Ideas and 

Society Lecture, La Trobe University,15th October, 2010 

 

Julian Burnside QC, „Legal Rights and Moral Issues of Asylum Seekers‟, 

11th Ideas and Society Lecture, La Trobe University, 15th October 2010. 

 

Available free on itunes: 

http://itunes.apple.com/itunes-u/asylum-seekers-and-

australia/id402363053  

http://www.hreoc.gov.au/human_rights/immigration/idc2010_christmas_island.html#Heading881
http://www.hreoc.gov.au/human_rights/immigration/idc2010_christmas_island.html#Heading881
http://www.abc.net.au/unleashed/41756.html
http://inside.org.au/strange-days-on-christmas-island/
http://itunes.apple.com/itunes-u/asylum-seekers-and-australia/id402363053
http://itunes.apple.com/itunes-u/asylum-seekers-and-australia/id402363053

