
How many people 
live in the world’s 

largest prison?

1.6 million 
In Gaza
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Sailing from Palestine 
against the blockade
In 2011, we tried twice to sail 
into Gaza.  In 2013, we will sail 
out of Gaza.

Free Gaza Australia in 
cooperation with partners in 
Palestine, Canada, the US and 
Europe, has launched a new 
initiative to challenge the illegal 
and inhumane Israeli blockade 
of Gaza. 

Gaza’s Ark will build a boat in 
Gaza, using existing resources. 
A crew of internationals and 
Palestinians will sail it from 
Gaza carrying Palestinian 
products to fulfill trade deals 
with international buyers.

Gaza’s Ark challenges the 
blockade by building hope 
on the ground in Gaza. It 
affirms our confidence that 
the Palestinians of Gaza can 
rebuild their economy through 
outbound trade that threatens 
no-one’s security.

Follow the Ark’s Progress
Web: www.gazaark.org
Facebook:  
http://www.facebook.com/#!/GazaAustralia
Twitter: https://twitter.com/GFFAusGroup

Gaza, on the coast of the Mediterranean Sea, is one of the most densely 
populated areas in the world. It has been under Israeli occupation since 1967. 

Over 70% of the people in Gaza are refugees from the 1948 ‘Nakba’, when 
millions of Palestinians were forced from their homes and dispossessed of their 
land in the creation of the state of Israel.

Today, 54% of the people in Gaza are food insecure. Over 75% are aid recipients. 
26% of the workforce, including 38% of young people, are unemployed. Over 
90% of the water from the Gaza aquifer is undrinkable. 

Israeli warships patrol Gaza’s shores, unilaterally enforcing a prohibition on 
fishing outside three nautical miles, unlawfully denying Palestinians access to the 
international waters of the Mediterranean Sea.

Fishers who approach the ‘border’ are often shot at. Their boats are regularly 
damaged or seized, and the fishers are subject to arrest, detention and 
imprisonment. Hundreds of millions of dollars in income has been lost and 
families forced into unemployment and poverty.



The Israeli government, the occupying power, has been increasing 
restrictions on freedom of movement and trade for decades, with a 
near total ban on exports since 2007. 

The naval blockade contravenes international laws and the Oslo 
Accords. These restrictions have converted Gaza’s once-productive 
economy into a society dependent on UN handouts to live.

Trade impact of the Israeli 
blockade of Gaza 

“We hope that Gaza will be 
free, and that the borders 
will be opened, that it will be 
independent, and we will have 
contact with the rest of the 
world.” - Leila Abdulrazaq

Leila is the President of the Palestinian Women’s Union 
Association. Although members of her association hand stitch 
embroidered accessories, dresses and wall hangings, Leila 
explains that the siege makes export and internal trade near 
impossible. Due to a strangled economy most Gazaans can only 
afford basic food stuffs. Leila hopes that Gaza’s Ark will allow her 
members’ embroidery to be sold internationally, creating revenue 
for the Women’s Association and their projects.

Gaza’s Ark stands in solidarity with Palestinian fishers whose ability 
to operate in their territorial waters and to derive a livelihood is 
threatened by the illegal Israeli blockade.

“In Gaza, 1.6 million people are squeezed into a strip of 
land 5km ! 40km. They are surrounded by a wall. There 
is no easy access to health care across that wall, even 
for the sickest and those most in need.” 
Tony Laurance, WHO’s Head of Office for the Occupied 
Palestinian Territory.

Gaza’s Ark will be:

• Constructed in Gaza by Palestinian hands and expertise, with 
international assistance where requested.

• Helping revitalise the dwindling ship building industry in Gaza to 
try and ensure the transmission of this disappearing expertise 
(another effect of the blockade) to the younger generations.

• Employing boat builders and providing business opportunities 
to traders. In this way Gaza’s Ark is not an aid project; it is a 
peaceful action against the blockade, which Israel unilaterally 
and illegally imposes on Gaza.

• Securing trade deals between Palestinian producers in Gaza 
and international businesses and NGOs.

• Training sailors in Gaza to use up-to-date electronic equipment 
and techniques, which they have been denied for years as a 
result of the blockade.

To find out more visit www.gazaark.org

Gaza’s Ark 

We need your help

Please donate money via electronic transfer or post the slip below 

with cheques or Postal Orders made out to GFF Australia Group to 

PO Box 542, Leichhardt, NSW 2040

Name …………………………………………….........…..

Address …………….............………………………………..

Email …………………………………………….........…..

Amount donated:  $10  $25  $50  $100  $250  $500

             Other …..........

GAZA’S ARK CANNOT SUCCEED 
WITHOUT YOU
Gaza’s Ark is funded completely by donations from people like you. If 
you want to help build hope for the Palestinian people of Gaza, then 
please help us build Gaza’s Ark.

WHAT CAN I DO?
Organise a Gaza’s Ark event or fundraiser in your local community. 
Get in touch for assistance. Get involved with the campaign team to 
spread the word.

Contact: freegazaaustralia@gmail.com 

Make a donation via cheque or Postal Order made out to 
GFF Australia Group and post to PO Box 542, Leichhardt, 
NSW 2040

or via EFT:  
Commonwealth Bank  
Acc. Name: GFF Australia Group  
BSB: 062102   Acc. No: 10197185 
(insert your name into the reference section and send an email to 
freegazaaustralia@gmail.com to advise of your donation.) 

Make a donation: www.gazaark.org/donate
Like us on Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/#!/GazaAustralia
Follow us on Twitter: https://twitter.com/GFFAusGroup


