
May Day Program 

 
So comrades, come rally 

And the last fight let us face 
The Internationale 

Unites the human race. 
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Event/Act 
 

Door opens/food goes on sale at 5 pm 
 

Open Mic – Juan Zepeda and others 
 

‘Welcome to Country’ by Bob Anderson 
 

Singing of ‘Solidarity Forever’ 
 

Robbie Dunn 
 

Humphrey McQueen video 
 

Absolutely Scandalous 
 

Ark Tribe video 
 

Combined Unions Choir 
 

Intermission 
 

Singing of ‘Joe Hill’ 
 

Phil Monsour 
 

Announcements 
 

Jumping Fences 
 

Sincopao 
 

Singing of ‘The Internationale’ with Ovidio 
 

Close about 10:30pm 
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4 
 

Songs 
 

Solidarity Forever 
(to the tune of John Brown’s Body) 

When the union's inspiration through the workers' blood shall run, 
There can be no power greater anywhere beneath the sun; 
Yet what force on earth is weaker than the feeble strength of one, 
But the union makes us strong. 
 

CHORUS: 
Solidarity forever, 
Solidarity forever, 
Solidarity forever, 

For the union makes us strong. 
 
Is there aught we hold in common with the greedy parasite, 
Who would lash us into serfdom and would crush us with his might? 
Is there anything left to us but to organize and fight? 
For the union makes us strong. 
Chorus 
 
It is we who ploughed the prairies; built the cities where they trade; 
Dug the mines and built the workshops, endless miles of railroad laid; 
Now we stand outcast and starving midst the wonders we have made; 
But the union makes us strong. 
Chorus 
 
All the world that's owned by idle drones is ours and ours alone. 
We have laid the wide foundations; built it skyward stone by stone. 
It is ours, not to slave in, but to master and to own. 
While the union makes us strong. 
Chorus 
 
They have taken untold millions that they never toiled to earn, 
But without our brain and muscle not a single wheel can turn. 
We can break their haughty power, gain our freedom when we learn 
That the union makes us strong. 
Chorus 
In our hands is placed a power greater than their hoarded gold, 
Greater than the might of armies, magnified a thousand-fold. 
We can bring to birth a new world from the ashes of the old 
For the union makes us strong. 
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Joe Hill 
I dreamed I saw Joe Hill last night, 

alive as you and me. 
Says I "But Joe, you're ten years dead" 

"I never died" said he, 
"I never died" said he. 

 
"The Copper Bosses killed you Joe, 

they shot you Joe" says I. 
"Takes more than guns to kill a man" 

Says Joe "I didn't die" 
Says Joe "I didn't die" 

 
"In Salt Lake City, Joe," says I,  

Him standing by my bed,  
"They framed you on a murder charge,"  

Says Joe, "But I ain't dead,"  
Says Joe, "But I ain't dead."  

 
And standing there as big as life 

and smiling with his eyes. 
Says Joe "What they can never kill 

went on to organize, 
went on to organize" 

 
From San Diego up to Maine, 

in every mine and mill, 
Where working men defend their rights, 

it's there you'll find Joe Hill, 
it's there you'll find Joe Hill! 

 
I dreamed I saw Joe Hill last night, 

alive as you and me. 
Says I "But Joe, you're ten years dead" 

"I never died" said he, 
"I never died" said he. 
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Internationale 
Arise! ye workers, from your slumbers; 

Arise! ye prisoners of want. 
For reason in revolt now thunders 
And ends at last the age of cant. 
Away with all your superstitions 

Servile masses, arise! arise! 
We’ll change henceforth the old tradition 

And spurn the dust to win the prize. 
 

Chorus 
So comrades, come rally 

And the last fight let us face 
The Internationale 

Unites the human race. 
 

No saviour from on high delivers; 
No faith have we in prince or peer. 

Our own right hand the chains must shiver: 
Chains of hatred, greed and fear. 

E’er the thieves will out with their booty [give up their booty] 
And give to all a happier lot. 

Each at his forge must do his duty 
And strike the iron while it’s hot! 

 
The law oppresses us and tricks us, 

The wage slave system drains our blood; 
The rich are free from obligation, 

The laws the poor delude. 
Too long we’ve languished in subjection, 

Equality has other laws; 
“No rights,” says she “without their duties, 

No claims on equals without cause.” 
 

Behold them seated in their glory 
The kings of mine and rail and soil! 

What have you read in all their story, 
But how they plundered toil? 

Fruits of the workers’ toil are buried 
In strongholds of the idle few 
In working for their restitution 

The men will only claim their due. 
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No more deluded by reaction 
On tyrants only we’ll make war 

The soldiers too will take strike action 
They’ll break ranks and fight no more 

And if those cannibals keep trying 
To sacrifice us to their pride 

They soon shall hear the bullets flying 
We’ll shoot the Generals on Our Own Side. 

 
We peasants, artisans, and others 

Enrolled among the sons of toil, 
Let’s claim the earth henceforth for brothers, 

Drive the indolent from the soil! 
On our Flesh too Long has fed the Raven; 

We’ve too long been the vulture’s prey. 
But now farewell the spirit craven: 
The dawn brings in a brighter day. 

 

 
We Built This Country!  
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— Notes —   



9 
 

Workers of All Countries Unite! 
 
May Day is the international day of workers struggle. It is a celebration 
by workers that dates back to the time of the industrial revolution.  
 
There were struggles for the 8 hour day that led to big strikes in places 
like Chicago in the US involving 400,000 workers. As a result of that 
strike four Chicago trade union organisers were executed. A fifth 
cheated the hangman by killing himself in prison. Three more were to 
spend 6 years in prison until pardoned by Governor Altgeld who said 
the trial that convicted them was characterised by "hysteria, packed 
juries and a biased judge"  
 
What was the first union meeting organised in Australia? Wharfies? 
Builders’ labourers? Printers? No, it was the Seamstresses’ Union. 
Later Emma Miller and May Jordan formed the first womens’ union in 
Queensland and campaigned against the many sweatshops that 
exploited women workers. Out of these struggles Emma Miller and 
others formed Workers' Political Organisations which were forerunners 
of the Labor Party. 
 
The idea for a "workers holiday" began in Australia as early as 1856. 
In Queensland there is a yearly march of unions and workers political 
organisations on the first Monday in May. Traditionally May Day and 
Labour Day have been celebrated together with workers and socialist 
groups marching behind the union contingent. Such is the strength of 
tradition in Queensland that the annual Labour Day march was 
exempted from Bjelke-Peterson’s ban on street marches in the late 
1970s.  
 
We have organised this May Day celebration to focus on the struggles 
of all members of our class, of men and women, of employed and 
unemployed, and importantly of Indigenous workers who own the land 
and helped build this state. 
 
We organise this day in the hope that we can make it a yearly 
gathering to improve solidarity in our struggle. 
 
Thanks 
The May Day organising committee wishes to thank all the artists and 
musicians, the sound person and the people who prepared and served 
the food. Thanks to the Paddington Workers club for providing the 
venue. 


